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Tracking Progress. Taking Action.

Over the years, Urban Exchange panellists have been
creating a more vivid picture of Winnipeg’s most pressing
social issues. But how do we know whether community
efforts to address these issues are making a difference?

United Way, the Institute of Sustainable Development,
the Province of Manitoba, the City of Winnipeg, Health in
Common and approximately 60 other partners are devel-
oping Peg, a tool to do exactly that.

Over time, Peg will collect and analyze data to reveal
trends in eight indicators of community health including
economic, environmental, cultural and social issues.

Individuals, groups, and organizations in all sectors
will be able to use the online information to increase their
knowledge, inform decisions and find new ways we can
work together to create positive, lasting change.

Poverty is of course among the main factors influenc-
ing economic health. Since Urban Exchange respondents
have spent a great deal of time thinking about this issue,
the Peg Indicators Working Group engaged a number of
panellists to establish which indicators would be used to
track poverty in our city.

A huge thank you to all the panellists who contributed
to the development of the first phase of the Peg community
indicators project.

The data will be collected and published on
a website that should be up and accessible
to the general public this fall. Everyone is
welcome to check it out and follow our
progress.

Stay tuned to www.MyCityMySay.ca
for launch details.
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Peg gave panellists 14 indicators and
asked them to choose the seven they felt
were most important.

The chart above shows how they
responded.

Numbers shown are percentages.

LENGTH OF LIFE
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actively build a rapport with parents and
invite them to family literacy events.
They’re also invited to a free session
for advice on investing the $400 Bright
Futures bursary students receive if
they complete the program with 70%
participation. Last year, 340 children
qualified and it's expected the number
will increase in 2010.

“We're not only able to build the

assets of the parents in financial matters,

but strengthen the parents’ commitment
to their children’s long-term education,”
says Reddy.

Today the program represents
a growing partnership between
government, schools, universities,
community agencies, residents and
parents.

“Anybody we’ve sat down with
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sees how this fits in the total plan of
advancing the agenda of getting our
children a good education.”

It’s a holistic model of education
which echoes the old adage: it takes a
village to raise a child.

“What we're trying to do here
is create the kind of village that is
capable of raising the child. We create
partnerships and links. We make sure
we’re working in collaboration with other



Winnipeggers respond to poverty

One of our recent conversations with Winnipeggers revolved around poverty—
what does it mean to different people and how serious is it?
Good question. Poverty means different things to different people. It all depends on your perception

of this issue from your own unique perspective.

A number of folks asked us what the experts said, so we pulled together a panel of people
who have direct experience with poverty and are highlighting two unique perspectives here.

Not enough money [and] low
income is poverty.”
With a fixed income due to a disability,
Emma has been forced to move frequently

because of rent increases. Subsequently she
has lived in several Winnipeg neighbourhoods
and accessed a range of social programming
in these areas.

Emma says the other ways people
identified poverty, whether inability to care
for one’s family, hopelessness, or isolation,
all stem from lack of income. She points to
education as one of the most significant
factors that lead to poverty.

...not just low income, | think
it’s opportunities that aren’t
available.”

Wendy manages a volunteer program
at a social service agency that deals with
newcomers. In Wendy’s experience, poverty
is linked to cultural barriers, language barriers,
systemic issues and barriers to employment due
to different education standards.

She says a low income prevents someone from

finding a suitable place to live and often means
not having enough food, not having work that is
meaningful to you, or having to work several jobs
to make ends meet, and not being able to pursue
further education.

See what else Wendy, Emma and other panellists had to say about

poverty by visiting www.MyCityMySay.ca.

*Names of panellists have been changed in accordance with United Way’s confidentiality agreement.

agencies and programs.”

Agencies like Boys and Girls
Clubs, with support from United Way,
provide a safe, supportive place where
children and youth can experience
new opportunities, overcome barriers,
build positive relationships and develop
confidence and skills for life. Seeing as
clubs were already located in some CSI
schools, Reddy says it was natural for
them to organize the recreation activities

for the kids.
That relationship will grow this year.
Boys and Girls Clubs has become
a permanent home for CSI and will
oversee its expansion to two new sites,
and a total capacity of 600 children.
Concluding his two-year term
as president of the youth-serving
organization, it's a homecoming of sorts
for Reddy.
“While this is a significant addition to

our work, the goals of the CSI program
fit very well with the mandate of the
Boys and Girls Club. Without the Social
Planning Council and United Way, we’d
never have got this program to where

it is. And now we are doubly fortunate
because we have an agency that will
maintain that same high level of service
for these children and families.” ®®
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